
HOW TO SUPPORT THE DISORGANISED CHILD IN PRIMARY SCHOOL.  

Tuesday, January 9th 2018 (9.15 a.m. – 3.00 p.m) Waterford Teachers’ Centre  

This workshop will: present and discuss how executive functioning skill difficulties affect children 

with Autistic Spectrum Disorder, Dyspraxia, and Attention Deficit and Hyperactivity Disorder in the 

classroom. Children with developmental conditions often display executive functioning skill difficulties 

for example; poor organisational skills, task initiation, planning, self-monitoring and problem-solving. 

These skills are essential for independent learning and participation in class and school activities. 

Difficulties with executive functioning skills can lead to stress, affect behaviour and attention. This 

workshop will address current best practice interventions that can be used in the school setting to target 

learning and developing executive functioning skills. 

 

If you have a specific query about a child you are working with who has executive functioning skill 

difficulties, please email it to us prior to the course, we will aim to ensure your query is covered in the 

topic material. We recommend that you think about a goal or what you want to achieve from the 

workshop prior to attendance, this will help to support your CPD goals. hamnashidaltd@gmail.com 

 

Objectives 
 To identify and discuss how executive functioning skills impact learning and behaviour for 

children with a neurodevelopmental disability. 

 To present and discuss the importance of goal-setting behaviour for learning and class based 

activity participation. 

 To discuss and demonstrate task analysis of complex everyday school activities. 

 To provide participants with an opportunity to trial completing a complex task analysis with 

feedback for presenters. 

 To discuss how cognitive strategies such as scaffolding influence organised learning and 

participation in classroom activities. 

 To discuss current methods of organization used in the classroom, providing participants with 

an opportunity to reflect upon and discuss how they could integrate any of the strategies 

presented during the workshop in to their daily school routine. 

 To provide an opportunity for discussion of student-focused queries and scenarios.     

The Facilitators : Áine O’Dea is an occupational therapist with 16 years’ experience working in a 

variety of healthcare settings both in the UK and Ireland. She has worked in early intervention services, 

school age services and primary care services with children and young adults with complex and non-

complex needs. She has an expert understanding of child development, paediatric conditions, and health 

across the lifespan, Áine will analyse why an individual may be struggling to carry out specific tasks or 

activities. Áine provides consultancy services, so that her clients can develop their independence in 

order to complete daily tasks, such as; self-care, home, school and university based activities. 

Sara Collins is a clinical psychologist with over 20 years  experience working with children and adults 

in Ireland and overseas. She has been working throughout her career to assist children to reach their 

potential in home and educational settings, academically and socially. Sara has developed and delivered 

numerous training courses to support parents and professionals on a wide range of child development 

topics. Sara is an experienced assessor of children's intellectual ability and academic achievements. 

Who should attend? Teachers, SEN  teachers, special needs assistants  
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